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Pastor’s Report 
 
 

Editor’s note: Pastor Luis Centeno resigned from Wyoming’s pastorate as of December 31, 2010.  
This report is the text of his upcoming newsletter.  It looks back at the past year of ministry at 
Wyoming, and talks a bit about Pastor Lou’s upcoming direction and focus.  While he is no 
longer our pastor, we continue to pray and invest in our brother’s ministry as God leads. 

 
 
Dearest Friends, 
 

This Christmas for our family devotion with our 
children and grandkids we took time to look at Luke 
2:25-38. 

Have you ever had a moment where you felt 
wonderfully, delightfully and awesomely surprised, 
you felt that your breath was somewhat taken from 
you. Could you imagine that first announcement of 
the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ by the heavenly 
host to the shepherds? Now imagine when they 
went to that lowly manger and found Him. When 
they looked and pierced into the eyes of the King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords. 

Could you imagine when Jesus was being 
presented at the temple and there was promised to 
a man named Simeon that he would not die until he 
saw the salvation of the Lord? Now can you imagine 
when he saw Mary and Joseph and how they 
handed him over, this child, as he took him upon his 
arms and pierce upon the one who would be the 
Savior of the world? 

Could you imagine Ana, who was a prophetess 
fasting and praying daily at the temple now as she 
held him and prophesied over him and pierced upon 
the Lord Jesus Christ as a babe being presented at 
the temple? 

Could you imagine how yet to this very day 
those who would look upon the Lord Jesus in 
whatever their condition in life is, if they can truly 
look with eyes of faith upon the Savior and Lord 
Jesus Christ, how their lives will be altered. 

All these are moments where you feel 
wonderfully, delightfully and awesomely surprised, 
and your breath will feel somewhat taken from you. 
I know mine was over 40 years ago when I gave my 

life to Jesus Christ. I haven’t been able to take my 
eyes off of Him since. He still takes my breath away. 
He still tells me that all of this which has taken place 
was for me and also for all those who are in need of 
His deliverance and salvation of which we should be 
busy about proclaiming the wonderful gospel of 
Jesus Christ and advancing his kingdom. 

Read again that chapter and read again the 
reminder of those who beheld Him, how they have 
given their all. Even as the wise man that pierced 
upon Him and were able to surrender their gifts of 
thanks and gratitude to the true King who was 
worthy to be praised. And as they offered their gifts 
knowing that He was also going to die for the sins 
of the world. My brethren, may God richly bless you 
with this truth. Amen 

I so trust and pray that all of you have been 
truly blessed and encouraged in our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. And that this Christmas was the fullest, 
richest and the most glorious of times for you and 
your family. As you celebrated the first coming of 
the son of God, Jesus Christ, who was prophesized 
to be born in the city of David of Bethlehem. I also 
pray that you and yours are in the best of God given 
health at this present time.  

Every Christmas morning at our home, we 
gathered with all our children and grandkids.  After 
breakfast our tradition has been to gather around 
for a time of Christmas carols, devotion and singing 
happy birthday to Jesus. We then take turns telling 
the Lord what we were thankful for this past year, 
from the youngest to the oldest told of the great 
things He has done in their life. This was a very 
special God given moment that words at this time 
would fail me to express. Elsie and I were so full of 
the joy of the Lord to look around seeing how the 



Lord was pleased to call our children unto Himself 
for the ministry and the mission field. 

Kristie and our son in law Bill, with our five 
grandchildren left on 28th of December to France 
under G.E.M. to the mission field in Paris. They 
arrived safe, praise the Lord.  

Our son, Pastor Jaime and his wife Vignette 
(also five grandchildren) have just moved into their 
new building and are carrying this year’s theme for 
their church “God’s exponential favor.” This 
building which they are trying to purchase happens 
to be the Christian elementary school, “Timothy 
Academy”, where they all attended as children and 
graduated from. How awesome is that, they are 
truly going to advance God’s kingdom in the very 
area where they as children grew up in and went to 
school. Praise the Lord. 

Our son, a Philly firefighter, Jason and his wife 
Lucy are growing in the Lord and have their share of 
involvement in their church. 

Jonathan and his future wife, Lisette, are also 
very active in the community and church. 

Josiah and wife Marlaina are very passionate 
about leading the young couples group from their 
church and will be adding on to the family our 
fourteenth grandchild in few months from now. 
Praise the Lord. 

Kara is finishing this semester her last year of 
college with her major in Psychology. Andrew is 
finishing high school and has been thinking about 
going to college. Brandon and Amanda are very 
busy going to school and doing school work, they 
are also a blessing to Elsie and me as they are very 
helpful at home and in the ministry.  We were 
greatly blessed to have  

Jeremy, who is the farthest away in Florida, 
come join us for Christmas. He teaches and is an 
assistant principal in the public school there. Now 
Kristie moved to France as a missionary this makes 
her the furthest from us. 

Yes Christmas was the best and yes we were 
able to continue to fellowship with the many 
friends and families whom we entertained at our 
home throughout the holidays, sharing with them 
the gospel. Praise the Lord. 

Time has gone by so fast I have been involved in 
Inner City ministries for 38 years. Did you know that 
I have been with the American Missionary 
Fellowship since 1981 which will now this May the 
11th, 2011 be 30 years? Prior to that I had ministered 
in the Inner City with Teen Haven, Crossroads 
Community Center and other ministries which I was 
involved with back then, could you imagine that? 
God has been good and blessed us with fruitful 38 
years of learning His wonderful goodness and grace 
and deliverance to those who we have shared the 
gospel with throughout these years. 

I have just finished seven years as Senior Pastor 
at Wyoming Avenue Baptist Church (WABC). 
December 31, 2010 was my last official day. This was 
the most exciting, challenging, stretching and life 
altering time in my life. The Lord has truly allowed 
me the privilege to have this experience as we 
continue to share His gospel. W.A.B.C. continues to 
be a light in that community. I ask you to pray for 
the continual growth and blessing of this ministry in 
the Inner City of Philadelphia, as they search for 
their next pastor, that the Lord would bring them a 
great mighty man of God. Romans 8:28 I can truly 
say was my experience at W.A.B.C. All things work 
together for good to them that love God, to them 
that are called according to His purpose. May the 
Lord be praised. 

You are probably saying by now what’s up, 
what will you be doing or continuing to do at this 
time. Well I will continue to carry on as I have been 
doing for many years. I will continue being a police 
chaplain for the 24th and 25th district. And also be 
providing the suicide prevention training that I do 
with the law enforcement men and women 
throughout the city. I will continue to be chaplain of 
the cancer treatment center of America. I will 
continue to do Muslim outreach. I will continue to 
do community outreach evangelism, mentoring, 
counseling, consulting and continue as part of the 
board and chair of the counseling center of Place of 
Refuge.  

So what’s new?  

With God’s divine help and assistance we seek 
to plant 12 new house churches and also start up a 
training, mentoring, and leadership development 
seminary which we are calling it the Nehemiah Next 
To Practical Seminary . We have already been 
involved in the new church plant which is 



conducted in English and French speaking, called 
the Northwood Gospel Center. Heading this work 
up is Bruce and Rebecca Eaton with Pastor 
Theodore and his wife, Love, along with another 
assistant, Pastor Joseph. This was started as a 
house church but now they are looking into 
different facility as they look forward to more 
growth, in order to accommodate more people 
than their house church can at this time.  

Elsie and I along with a few others have started 
up the Barnabas Transformation Ministry this is also 
a house church meeting out of our home. And the 
Lord willing we would hope within this year or so, 
to start up an Arabic speaking church. I am claiming 
this by faith in the authority of the words of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  We have three men already, 
doctor of Theology, a pastor and an elder who 
would like to see this come to pass. They all speak 
Arabic.  

It was about four years ago that our son Jaime 
launched his church plant from our back yard where 
we have a  building, they were able to 
accommodate about  40 to 50 people, whom were 
being ministered to, week by week until they 
outgrew the place. And this will also be the sight we 
will use for our future launching of a variety of 
churches as God is sending men and women to 
come and be trained, be prepared and mentored. 
Please pray that as we now look to the Lord’s grace 
and goodness to divinely help us to orchestrate this 
new plant and multipurpose building to do the 
work of furthering His kingdom through men and 
women who are passionate with the gospel and 
who want to use their gifts and abilities in the work 
of the ministry. 

I am looking forward to investing and 
mentoring many of these individuals who may be 
interested either in chaplain ministry in hospitals or 
with police or with Muslim outreach, or in any of 
the various other areas of expertise that the Lord 
has given me grace throughout the years to 
develop in reaching the city and community in 
proclaiming the gospel for Jesus Christ.  

We will soon be involved in the preparations, 
renovations and rebuilding project that will help to 
house these various ministries. So we would 
appreciate your prayers as God continues to bring 
people our way who are desirous of helping us put 
this project together.  

I know that this may sound overwhelming and 
hard but my years of ministry have shown me that 
what may seem to be impossible for man is not 
impossible for God. To His name be the glory as we 
look toward those who would be volunteering and 
praying and providing resources for His glory to get 
this work done within the next couple of years. It is 
by his power and wisdom that all is established for 
His glory. 

Much was done throughout this past year in 
2010. We had over 285 summer volunteers who did 
ministry throughout the summer and resided at the 
church doing prayer walks, open air meetings, 
children’s day camp, renovations of the church and 
community cleanup as well as distributing food and 
praying and counseling with people. 

We have also been involved in an aggressive 
training for the Philadelphia Police Department. We 
did not in 2010 experience any line duty death of 
police officers. We did have six officers who were 
shot and by the grace of God none of them 
seriously enough to have died, but we also have 
had in 2010 five police suicides. I have been called 
by one of the deputy commissioners of the 
Philadelphia Police Department who wants to get a 
committee to help with curving this trend of 
suicides among officers in Philadelphia. Please pray 
as we continue to work and train and help our men 
and women in law enforcement with this particular 
crisis.  

The Family Fall Festival October the 31st: We had 
over 2000 people that came through that evening. 
And as we shared the gospel and were active in the 
community with all of the fun and activity we earn 
the right to be heard, doing our good works before 
men that they may glorify our Father which is in 
heaven. And through the kindness of God and those 
who God called to help and volunteer led people to 
repentance.  

The Thanksgiving Outreach: We were able to 
minister directly to over 300 families, about 1000 
families total through the partnership with other 
ministries and organizations in the community.  

Our partnership with the Church of the Savior, 
through the Angel Tree Christmas service, was 
great and such a blessing. We were able to present 
the word of God and had quite a few who came 



forward to re-dedicate their lives and receive Christ 
as their Lord and Savior.  

The Toy store Outreach reached about 200 
families in our community as we ministered and 
shared also with them God’s word and 
encouragement. 

Throughout this summer our street evangelism 
and outreach in the community was another 
wonderful blessing as we were able to pray with 
people and share with them the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. This past year as we ministered to people in 
a variety of ways, we were able to touch and plant 
the word of God to over 5000 people. Through our 
police roll call and through our chaplaincy ministry 
throughout the city, through weddings and funerals 
which are both great places to presented the 
gospel. 

This could only be done because of He who is 
called Emmanuel – God with us – made it possible. 
Thank you for your incredible prayers and support 
and encouragement and visits from time to time to 
our ministry.  

Now as we move to this next season and 
journey please remember to pray for us. We will 
also need to raise our support level as we continue 
the good work that the Lord has given in advancing 
his kingdom for his glory in the Philadelphia area.  

Here are some prayer requests if you can 
remember to pray for us in these areas.  

 Certainly I will need to raise our support. We 
will need $6,000 so please pray that God will 
raise the people to pray as well as to give to our 
support.  

 Also  prayer for Elsie and I, that the Lord will 
continue to help us and strengthen us 
emotionally, physically, spiritually as we seek to 
balance out our relationship, our family and 
ministry. 

 Pray for this new season and the added ministry 
that the Lord has called us to, as we continue to 
advance His kingdom. 

 For the fields and ministries that God has called 
our sons and daughters into. 

 The new house church plants, that God may be 
pleased to give us the wisdom, the resources 
and also the strength and victory as we launch 
these churches in the future.  

 For the two new house church plants, the 
Northwood Gospel Center, pray for those dear 
leaders that God has raised up to accomplish 
His work. And as we come along side to help, 
mentor and encourage them. 

 Also for the Barnabas Transformation Ministry, 
as we seek with God’s strength and help to 
living our transform lives to encourage, disciple 
and mentor one another in the things of the 
Lord as we move forward. 

 Also for the Nehemiah Next To Practical 
Seminary, that as we train, mentor and develop 
leaders, that these men and women who study 
and develop could be moved toward the 
ministry that God is placing upon their heart and 
be send back equipped.  

 Pray for the spiritual development and growth 
of the various churches that we have partner 
with throughout the city. 

 Continue to pray for the ministry of chaplaincy 
among police and the hospital. For God to give 
me wisdom and guidance to minister well. 

 For the Muslim Bridge Team, that we will be 
able to plant an Arabic speaking church in our 
community. 

Thank you so much my brothers and sisters. 
May the Lord richly bless and encourage you all as 
we seek to do the work that He has called us to 
through Christ Jesus our Lord. 

If you would like to receive our upcoming 
newsletter by email please let us know. 

 
Yours because He lives, 
 
Luis Centeno 267-307-6756 
Elsie Centeno 267-307-0907  
eccenteno@yahoo.com 
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Report of the Board of Deacons 
 
 
In the past year, we’ve seen an amazing amount of ministry to help address the needs of our 
community, but the church itself seems to have come apart at the seams.  We’ve lost about 
25 people who just seem to have disappeared.  And with Pastor Lou starting a new church, 
we’ve split off another 25.  You can explain what has happened in many different ways, and 
each person has their own perception of the situation.  Whatever your take, the simple truth 
is that we should grieve that we are divided, and pray that the Lord would bring our hearts 
and minds to a oneness and unity that worships him as our only King. 
 
God gives grace, and things will heal and ministry will continue as time goes on.  We 
continue, week by week, to see God at work in the lives of our people.  This is an amazing 
encouragement.  No matter how hard the trials may seem, or how unsure the future, to 
know and see that God is at work means we are not on our own.  GOD IS WITH HIS PEOPLE! 
  
The Pulpit Committee is working to discern a basic direction for the church and find a pastor.  
Coz Crosscombe is helping us to engage outside organizations to help evaluate where we 
are and provide recommendations for moving forward. 
 
Meanwhile, we as a church need to be praying.  Pray hard and diligently for God to bring 
healing, to provide wisdom, to grow us in the grace of his son Jesus Christ.  To this end, we 
will be including more prayer in all of our services, and dedicating the first Wednesdays of 
the coming months to prayer.  These first Wednesdays will also be a time to raise any 
questions or needs you may have, so we can respond and pray for each other. 
 
We are all servants of God’s church, deacons.  It is a pleasure to serve as one of your 
Deacons.  May God look favorably upon his children and bless us here at Wyoming Avenue 
Baptist Church. 
 

In Christ’s Mercy, 
 
Walt Rice, Jr. 
Chairman, Board of Deacons 



Report of the Board of Trustees 
 
 

In the past twelve months this board has been pressed with countless 
problems throughout our church. Our sexton Bob keeps us on the ball by 

promptly reporting to the board of any problems we should look 
into, concerning the plumbing, electrical, the heating 
system, and so on. Our church is old, and in some areas is 
literally falling apart.  Leaks on deteriorating heating mains 
and joints have become a constant occurrence. 
 
As we are not at this time in a financial position to call 
professionals to renew and or repair our current 
problems it has become expedient for the most part for 
us to try to maintain our church and effect such repairs 
as are needed the best way we can.  Repairs have been 
made on roofing, windows, wood, glass, and so on. But 
it is all done to the glory of God. 
 
It was noted that in the booklet “Rebuilding the 
Walls,” given to us by Pastor Lou as a spiritual guide 

concerning all facets of Christian living and practice, we 
find these words in regard to building maintenance: “How spiritual is cleaning a toilet or 
building a wall? The idea here is that we must continue to provide repaired spaces where our 
children can learn about our Lord Jesus Christ and where families can come and Worship 
together in fellowship. This indeed is a spiritual and honorable work to the Lord.” 
 
The caliber of the work accomplished by the men and women in our church, professionals 
and helpers alike, is excellent. People like Danny Velez, and his cousin Jose, Sammy Santiago, 
and Joey Muñoz, deserve our thanks for their love and devotion in all that they do in the 
church. Indeed, we thank everyone who has had a part in the physical care of our church 
buildings, both members and non members, who have given of their time and money to 
improve our facilities and keep them in working order. Pray for this board that we would be 
able to continue to glorify our Lord in a way that is pleasing and acceptable to Him in the 
maintenance of our church, so that we may be a testimony and a witness to the community 
in our love and service to the Lord. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
George Parcell 
Trustee Chairman 



“How can a church survive/recover  
when a pastor leaves?” 

 
There is no doubt that losing a pastor can be a time of upheaval for a church, 
especially if the pastor leaves under difficult circumstances. If a pastor simply retires 
after long and faithful service, or if he moves to another area in response to God’s 
leading, it can be a time of sweet sorrow. His congregation can honor him with 
farewell gifts and celebrations, thank him with personal tributes and remembrances, 
and rejoice with him as he moves into another area of life and ministry. He and his 
family can continue to be on the hearts of his former flock and be upheld in prayer. 
  
But what about when a pastor leaves in less than ideal circumstances, such as moral 
failure on his part, dissatisfaction with his performance (whether real or perceived), 
or a church “split”? How do those who remain behind repair whatever damage there 
may be, hold the church together for the present, and move forward into what can 
seem to be an uncertain future? 
 
The first and most crucial factor in answering these questions begins with an 
understanding of just exactly who the church belongs to. The church does not belong 
to the pastor or to the leadership or the congregation. The church belongs to Christ, 
the Head of His church. The word “church” means literally the “assembly of the 
called-out ones.” These called-out ones gather together to worship their Head. They 
are committed to following His lead in all they do, to obeying Him, and to presenting 
an accurate picture of Him to a watching world. The church is the body of Christ. He 
died for His body and His body lives for Him. Until and unless the leadership is 
committed to this biblical model and the congregation comes to grips with this truth, 
no pastor can be truly successful. So the first step in surviving the loss of a pastor 
under difficult circumstances is a regrouping of the leadership to define the church. 
Additionally, there must be unanimity among the leadership in their understanding of 
and commitment to the church, both the local church and the Church universal. Much 
church dissention comes from a lack of uniformity in the beliefs and commitments of 
its leaders and, in fact, many pastors leave for just this reason. So before beginning to 
seek another pastor, the church leadership must agree on the Headship of Christ. 
 
Second, the leadership must understand and be committed to the sovereignty of God 
in all things, but most especially at the time of the departure of the pastor. Nothing 



that happened was a surprise to God; either He caused the pastor to leave or He 
allowed it to accomplish His divine will and purposes. Either way, He has assured us 
that all things work together for good for those who love Him and are called 
according to His purpose (Romans 8:28), and the church can take comfort in the 
knowledge that they are being led by the sovereign God who is involved in every 
detail of the life and ministry of the church, as well as that of the pastor. A clear and 
grounded confidence in God’s sovereign control over the church will lead the people 
to say with Paul, “But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal 
procession, and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him 
everywhere” (2 Corinthians 2:14). 
 
Third, the departure of a pastor is a good time to reevaluate and/or redefine the 
mission and work of the church. There are obvious mandates from Scripture—
teaching and preaching the Word, worshipping and glorifying God, and fulfilling the 
commission to spread the Gospel—but how exactly are these things prioritized in the 
church and what kind of pastor is needed to help achieve the church’s goals? If the 
church is known for its emphasis on missionary outreach, for example, a pastor with 
the same vision should be sought. If the church feels especially called to minister to 
children, to the poor, to the elderly, or to local immigrant populations, the potential 
pastor should have a heart for those ministries. Church splits have occurred where 
the pastor and the leadership have different visions of their calling, and that can be 
avoided up front by a clear and well thought out vision of the role of the church in 
the community and the world. 
 
Finally, before any attempt is made to replace a pastor, the leadership should analyze 
objectively why he left. If the problems that caused his untimely departure still exist, 
avoiding a painful repetition will be nearly impossible. For example, if there is a 
problem of sin in the congregation that was never effectively dealt with, that must 
be resolved before calling another man to the church. The apostle Paul dealt with an 
extraordinarily sinful and stiff-necked group of people in the Corinthian church which 
was continually divided and wracked with conflict. They were selfish, disorderly and 
worldly. Sin stained the Lord's Table. They fought with each other, sued each other, 
and took sexual advantage of each other, and they were proud. To ask a new pastor 
to come innocently into a church whose members exhibit such behavior is terribly 
unfair and only invites another painful pastoral departure. It is up to the church 
leadership to institute Matthew 18 discipline, preferably before the new pastor 
arrives or soon thereafter, as long as he is fully aware of the situation. 
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