


 



Report of the Pastor 
 
 

The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear 
minded and self-controlled so that you can 
pray.  Above all, love each other deeply, 
because love covers over a multitude of sins.  
Offer hospitality to one another without 
grumbling.  Each one should use whatever gift 
he has received to serve others, faithfully 
administering God’s grace in its various forms.  
If anyone speaks, he should do it as one 
speaking the very words of God.  If anyone 
serves, he should do it with the strength God 
provides, so that in all things God may be 
praised through Jesus Christ.  To him be the 
glory and the power for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
1 Peter 4:7-11 

“THE ACT OF SERVICE AND LOVE” 
Are we a community of faith optimistic?  That means, with hope, and a future?  In 2009/  Or 
are we a community of faith that is becoming pessimistic, feeling hopeless and 
overwhelmed about the future. 
 
When asked if he had hope in a world packed with so much trouble, Billy Graham answered 
with the following story : 
 

I have total hope.  I was in the Senate dining  room some time ago and 
Senator Magnuson from Washington called me over to his table and said, 
“Billy, we’re having an argument here on optimism and pessimism.  Which are 
you?”  I said, “I’m an optimist.”  He said, “What makes you an optimist?”  I 
said, “I’ve read the last page of the Bible.  It’s going to come out all right.” 

 
Amen to that. 
 
1 Peter 4:7-11 tells us how to keep a vital, optimistic faith – a walking, talking, and living faith.  
This is how you can do it biblically.  We are encouraged to be clear minded and self-
controlled, so that we can focus in our life of prayer, which is needed today.  We can love 
each other deeply, because love makes forgiveness and reconciliation possible.  We can 



offer hospitality to one another and to strangers freely, without complaining or getting tired 
of doing what is right.  We can use the gifts, the abilities, and the talents God has given us to 
serve those within the body and our community.  We can be found faithful in sharing God’s 
grace in the many forms with others as he has done with us.  We are to speak God’s words 
into one another’s lives.   
 
We know that if we are to do any of these things, it is only through God’s strength.  We 
know that God will be praised through Jesus Christ, who we represent.  So that would be a 
pretty good, biblical 2009 – serving and loving – don’t you think?  He is worthy to be given 
the glory and the honor and the power forever and ever.  Amen! 

MINISTRY UPDATES 
The Second Mile Men Bible study has slowly gone through some faith-testing times as 
individuals and as a group – physically, emotionally, and especially spiritually.  And even 
though our numbers have decreased, I am very encouraged for those who have been 
faithful in going forward and developing character.  They are seeing evidence of spiritual 
growth in their faith and walk with the Lord, even though they are in the midst of a spiritual 
battle.  We praise the Lord that the men had opportunity to go to Whosoever Gospel 
Mission and spend time putting beds together.  Our men’s 
retreat was another blessing when we participated 
together and heard a challenging word from God 
through our friend Doug Logan.  We’re looking 
forward to two more retreats – men in May, 
women in June.   
 
When we see one of our trainees becoming one of 
the trainers, we give God the glory.  Yes, Jesus is 
raising up men for himself.  Jason Martinez has just 
taken the prospective leaders group through a course on 
anger management, which was good not just for the leaders 
but for anyone who joined us to sit in.  Jason and his wife 
Ojilvia have been very active in service in the church, and we 
see others beginning to rise up to serve the Lord in his church.  
We are all leaders in one way or another, for better or for 
worse.  May we be the kind of leaders that seek the glory and honor of the Lord, building up 
the church of which Jesus Christ is the head.  Let us be servant leaders in building the 
Kingdom, his body, and for reaching out to the lost.  How about you?  Is he calling you to 
make yourself available to be equipped, to become a biblical leader?  Pray to see how God 
would lead you to be part of this prospective leadership of the church. 
 
Our Family Fall Festival was a huge blessing and I, as your pastor, cannot thank you all 
enough for the help and the support and the involvement that many of you have given. 
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Surely God used others in our community as well, to help us with this event – the police, the 
cancer treatment center, and other partners that made it possible.  We are so grateful to our 
heavenly Father that the gospel was preached and the people saw the good works of his 
people and praised him in heaven.  
 
We cannot say enough about the importance of prayer.  
“Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with 
thanksgiving.”  (Colossians 4:2)  In just the last few weeks, we 
have been encouraged by the small groups that have been 
meeting in the church and in various homes to pray for our 
church, our people, and our city.  Make yourself available for 
times like these – you will not regret it. 
 
In 2008, we were able to hold two Family Life Seminars in 
collaboration with Refuge.  These times have helped those who 
attended to come to a deeper understanding of the matters 
which affect our families.  We thank the Lord for the many who 
came from our church and from other churches.  We certainly 
always encourage the church to be equipped in responding to the 
various testing and trying of our faith that often plague the 
families in our church and in the culture.   May God give us 
wisdom as we look for more opportunities in the future to 
strengthen our church to be better prepared to respond to the 
crises that we see around us.  May he bless these efforts, and we 
thank him for Refuge and others who come alongside the church. 
 
My every-Friday roll-call chapel at the police district continues to be a great opportunity to 
share encouragement, support, and the gospel to these men and women who are just like 
you and me – but with one difference.  They are exposed to a level of evil, violence, and 
crime in ways that we never fully understand.  The deaths of eight officers this past year 
have certainly been difficult and challenging.  Never has there been this type of death 
among law enforcement in one year.  Two of the officers who were killed were from the 24th 
district, who I knew personally.  One was from the 15th district, and I knew him personally.  I 
had personally known the fiancée of yet another of the officers.  These connections 
provided critical opportunities to provide grief counseling and comfort.   
 
Another way that I serve in the police department is by providing suicide prevention 
training.  One of the sessions that I held at the 24th district was attended by Charles Ramsey, 
the new police commissioner.  He was encouraged and wants us to do it for higher-ranking 
officers.  Pray with us as we continue to work with these men and women in law 
enforcement. 
 
During National Police Week, we are able to reach out to 160 officers with recognition and 
encouragement.  This was a huge event for many officers, who were moved that we were 
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willing to embrace and love them.  We continue to get response even many months after 
the event.  We were also blessed to have various Christian officers minister during a special 
Sunday worship service, and we have seen other officers return to following the Lord as we 
minister among them. 
 
We had 6 or 7 open air meetings, and I want to thank those “faithful, fruitful followers of 
Jesus” who took part in these outreach events.  We were blessed with honest responses to 
the gospel as some gave their hearts to the Lord – and many more “prodigals” who were 
called again to return to consistent walking with the Lord.  We praise God for the way he 
used the open air meetings, and for the special partnership we had with Children’s Safe 
Harbor who joined us with the children’s choir for some of the meetings.  (Speaking of 
Children’s Safe Harbor, I had the privilege of speaking at their retreat, and I was amazed at 
how they are shaping the lives of young people.  May God continue to uphold and support 
this work.) 
 

Thanksgiving was a time when we are able to bless 60 
families with an abundance of food provided mostly by 
Billy Matos, once part of the mafia in South 
Philadelphia, who gave his life to the Lord many years 
ago.  He provided 60 turkeys and several cases of 
potatoes, carrots, and lots of fruit.  We gave half (30 
turkeys, etc.) to Bethel Temple, and God provided even 
more from Church of the Saviour and other churches to 
bring us right back to 60! 
 
I praise the Lord that we as a church were able to have 
the Christmas Toy Sale that was encouraging to many 
of the families.  I want to thank my wife who took 
charge of this, and the many of you who came along to 
bless and assist her.  We served 45 families and 160 
kids, in addition to being able to help another church 
who found themselves suddenly without resources to 
help their own community.  We filled a pick-up truck 
with extra toys to partner with this other church as a 

blessing.  God was glorified! Church of the Saviour and the Cancer Treatment Centers of 
America, Bethel Temple, and you were all involved in making this possible. 
 
I praise the Lord for the way that he has been pleased to raise up Sunday School teachers.  
Bill and Sandy, Joey and Jeanne, and Dave and Glenna have stepped up to the plate to 
provide the Crossroads class, and to support and encourage that group of adults. Thanks to 
George Parcell, Debby and Becky, and the Walters for their gifts of sharing and teaching the 
word of God for the equipping of the church. 
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PARTNERSHIPS 
We were blessed to have visits from church youth (and adult) groups to help with repairs in 
our building, with Vacation Bible School, and with reaching out to our community.  This was 
an incredible blessing to our fellowship, and to many of these brethren as well.   
 

• Central Wesleyan Church, Holland, Michigan – 25 people 
• Covenant Presbyterian Church, Doylestown – 12 people 
• Grace Bible Church, Dunmore, Pennsylvania – 16 people 
• Chinese Bible Church of Maryland – 15 people 

 
We look forward to other groups coming this year to continue the work that Jesus has given 
us to do.  God has allowed these brethren to come and be a blessing to us. 
 
I was glad to see how our partnership with the Whosoever Gospel Mission has continued to 
grow. Their work and service for our children has been an encouragement and a blessing to 
our church.  We were glad to see the many families who took part in the Christmas party 
here.  We are happy not only to be able to support their work with men, but also to have 
them work here with children. 
 
Another partnership to pray for is that with Refuge.  Elizabeth Hernandez, the director, and 
Diane Langberg have done several seminars here that we have benefitted from.  They asked 
me to be the chairman of the board of Refuge, and    Refuge is fresh, cool water to the soul 
and the heart, as people receive balanced counseling from the word of God.  Continue to 
pray as we partner and as I lead this group, that God would give me wisdom and 
discernment. 
 

A FEW NUMBERS 
As a missionary for American Missionary Fellowship, I have to submit monthly reports of my 
meetings and work.  Looking back on the whole year of 2008, here are some numbers: 
 

• 867 meetings and counseling sessions 
• 730 messages, devotionals, and Bible studies 
• 6,691 people exposed to our ministry 
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