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Report of the Pastor
STRIVING FOR SINLESSNESS AND TRUE LOVE

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children
of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did
not know him. Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not
yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we
shall see him as he is. Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is
pure.

Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. But you know that he
appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin. No one who lives in
him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him...

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we
ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. If anyone has material possessions and sees
his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear
children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. This then
is how we know that we belong to the truth, and how we set our hearts at rest in his
presence whenever our hearts condemn us. For God is greater than our hearts, and he
knows everything.

Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God and
receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands and do what pleases
him. And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to
love one another as he commanded us. (1 John 3:1-6; 16-23)

This chapter is an eye-opening chapter to
the fact of what uncompromised love W
looks like. If we follow through with
what we read here, this is life changing.
Living in fellowship with God and with each W
other as children in the same divine family is r‘/‘f-‘\
—

a calling for each of us. It is wonderful to see <

the purifying influence of the blessed hope we see in verses 2 /

and 3 of this chapter. As we love God, he will help us strive
for sinlessness, as we see in verses 6 and 9. Of course, many

of us are troubled by this, saying, “How can we live sinless in .iﬁ%k

this world?” Again, I say, only through the person of \\
Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit will this be
)

possible. John knows that many of the children of God that \

love him and each other battle with sin each day (1 Corinthians 10:13) -
and we are reminded that we have an advocate when we do sin (1 John 2:1-3). But in this
chapter, John is referring to those who don’t love God and seem not to be bothered with
habitual practices of sin. That’s the person the apostle is describing.



He makes it clear that if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us (1 John 1:8). We are called to love other believers, whether or not they love us in return.
This is one evidence of the assurance of salvation (v. 14). The indwelling Spirit is also there to
assure us (v. 24). What a chapter this is for a loveless world like ours. What bitter feud and
estrangement characterizes so many Christians today who fail to love God and each other. But
praise be to our wonderful heavenly father - we are beginning to see, feel, and experience
some new Holy Spirit wind that is fanning the flames of love in our midst. So let not the
world, the flesh, or the devil quench this new wind. Let us show our continuing love toward
God by spending time with him in prayer and with him in his word, meditating on his person.
Also, let us love each other by spending time in the word and in prayer, and in worship
together, in serving each other and those in our community. May the glory and the honor and
praise of his name be magnified among all the peoples with whom we interact. Never forget,
we can only go so far as we go together in and through the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit.

MINISTRY UPDATES

The Second Mile Men’s Bible Study continues to be an incredible blessing and challenge to
each of the men who participate. We have anywhere from 15 to 20 men who participate each
week. One of the most exciting and blessing experiences we have witnessed is not only seeing
people come to faith, but also to see the growth and development of our own men who have
stepped up to the plate. These men are showing their gifts and their desire and passion for the
Word of God. This has been deeply encouraging. We had a men’s retreat last January that
was very blessing and encouraging. We have had men step up and work around the church
and for those in need. We have seen godly men rising up and growing the knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Our “Prospective Leaders” training occurs every other week. We share dinner and
fellowship, and spend about 2 hours discussing what it takes to be a leader in the church, in
the service of our Lord.

The Family Fall Festival was an incredible blessing, particularly to see such a large
representation from our own church in preparing and ministering to our community. Many in
our community experienced great blessing - and they are still, to this day, speaking of that
day. If you'd like to see some photographs from that day, visit our church website.

We started taking Fridays to go out and visit newcomers and those who desire a visit from
our church. We found the experience blessing and encouraging, and have seen families
recommit to fellowship, and also come to know Jesus Christ. We are learning to love our
community with God’s agape love. Also on Fridays, before we visit, we have gathered on
Fridays for personal and corporate prayer.

We hosted a training session run by American Association of Christian Counselors in
October, teaching how to respond to grief and trauma. Three of our women were able to
participate in these courses free of charge, and are better prepared to minister in the
congregation in times of great need.



We also hosted a youth worker training conference called “RELOAD” - I participated by
presenting a session on violence and gangs with one of the detectives from the Police
Department who is an expert on gangs in the inner city.

In partnership with other churches, we had an International Worship Night, led by a
worship team from an Indonesian church. It may have been different for each of those who
attended, but different is good - when it is for the glory of God.

On Thanksgiving, we continued our annual dinner with lots of help from Tony and Lily
and many others. The response to the food baskets was not as extensive as we would have
expected, but there was plenty of food available for all who requested it.

Home Builders has been designed with the purpose of strengthening our families within
the church - both single parents and couples who desire to strengthen their family ties. Sandy
and Bill Burton and Joey and Jeanne Mufioz are currently leading this class, and may be
gaining additional help from a couple who are visiting with us for a season. Also from Church
of the Saviour, Frank Carioli has come alongside to help with the youth Sunday School class.
We are also glad to have Lois, his wife, with us from time to time. I believe this is a direct
answer to our prayer to raise up people both within and outside the church to minister with
us.

Upcoming events to pray about:

Our church picnic
Vacation Bible School
Continued partnership with the Whosoever Gospel Mission, and the afterschool
program, and possible partnering for drug and alcohol counseling
* Children’s Safe Harbor possible partnerships, sharing life in the culture of death among
children
* Men’s retreat in June, and a women’s retreat in May.
National Police Week
Mother’s and Father’s Day, and even Children’s Day

Other areas of ministry to continue to pray about:

* Work with the police, doing roll calls, serving as a chaplain
Chaplaincy at the Cancer Treatment Center of America, and the patients and their
families, for whom I've done some funerals

* Continued relationship building with the Muslims in our community, and with other
ministers who focus on Muslim outreach.

Your pastor, brother, and friend,

Luis Centeno



Report of the Sunday School Superintendent

“Wyoming” is becoming the “place to be” for more
Feltonville kids than ever! Here are some of the
different ways God is drawing the young ones to Him:

SUNDAY MORNING

In 2007 we continued with the highly successful
large group / small group format, using materials
called “Living Inside Out.” No programming was
offered at the 9:30 hour, and kids in grades K-5 were asked to worship with their families at
the beginning of the church service until the time came for them to exit. Then we all met
upstairs for our own singing and Bible point time, afterward breaking up into small groups of
five or six kids, each in its own age group, and each with its own small group leader.

This method of staffing worked very well for the better part of the year. Then in the Spring,
it started to become more difficult to obtain volunteers to head up the small groups. By year’s
end we were in a situation where we had to go back to splitting the kids into two groups, each
with up to 10 or more kids, because on most Sundays the only staff members available were
Debby and Becky Crockett, the director and assistant director. In addition, the publisher of the
“Living Inside Out” curriculum had decided to not produce any more materials after the first
year’s worth. To stretch out the remaining materials, some month’s programs were based on
the essential portions of various 2007 VBS programs other than the one we used in our VBS.
Some of this material, since it was being used in the Fall after most churches were finished
with VBS, was donated to us by 2 churches we had contact with online.

So as 2007 came to a close, we were faced with finding new materials and with finding new
ways to encourage members of the congregation to volunteer. But still, a big THANK YOU
goes out to all of the small group volunteers who DID come forward to help throughout the
year. As we move into 2008, everyone is encouraged to find out what Children’s Ministry is all
about, and to answer the call to be a part of this most important privilege in God’s Kingdom.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

The theme of this year’s Vacation Bible School was “ Avalanche Ranch,” taking us to a
cattle ranch high in the Rockies to learn about God. Our format was the same as last year, with
no graded classes for older children. Small groups of about five children of mixed ages, or
“crews,” traveled from one activity to another over the course of the evening, led by their crew
leader. These crew leaders were mostly youth visiting from a Chinese church near Baltimore,
Maryland.



